URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF 
CHESTER-L  E-STREET 


i \Mr: 


OF  THE 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


TOGETHER  WITH  THE 


Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector 


FOR  THE  YEAR 


1953 


JOHN  L.  SIDDLE,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.H. 


CHESTER-LE-STREET  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Council  Chambers, 

Chester-le-Street. 
November , 1954. 


To  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Chester-le-Street  Urban  District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

During  the  year  under  review  the  district  was  without  a 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  about  six  months.  The  combination 
of  the  posts  of  Medical  Officer  of  Chester-le-Street  Urban  and  Rural 
Districts  was  agreed  to  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  and  the  late 
Dr.  Forster  became  the  first  holder  of  the  joint  appointment  in 
April  1953.  Dr.  Forster  continued  in  this  capacity  until  his 
untimely  death  in  July  1953.  A successor  had  not  been  appointed 
by  the  end  of  the  year. 

Although  the  period  during  which  Dr.  Forster  worked  for 
the  Urban  district  was  only  a few  months  I feel  sure  that  the 
Council  had  begun  to  appreciate  the  value  of  his  work.  The  Council 
and  the  Public  Health  Service  have  lost  a valuable  servant  by 
Dr.  Forster’s  unfortunate  death. 

During  1953  there  was  a slight  increase  in  the  birth  rate  over 
the  previous  year  as  was  also  the  case  with  the  death  rate.  The 
Infantile  Mortality  rate  for  the  year  was  only  half  that  for  1952 
and  was  very  little  above  the  average  for  England  and  Wales. 

With  regard  to  infectious  diseases  there  was  a big  fall  in  the 
number  notified  mainly  due  to  the  reduction  in  the  number  of  cases 
of  Measles.  Unfortunately  four  notified  cases  of  poliomyelitis 
only  served  to  remind  us  that  this  disease  is  still  with  us  in  spite  of 
the  fact  that  no  cases  had  been  notified  since  1950.  Tuberculosis 
figures  are  not  encouraging,  there  being  no  sign  of  a reduction  in 
new  cases  and  the  number  of  deaths  still  remaining  at  the  same  level 

The  new  houses  built  during  the  year  attained  a level  not 
before  reached.  The  provision  of  satisfactory  homes,  from  a health 
point  of  view,  is  the  most  important  function  that  a district  Council 
carries  out  and  we  must  hope  that  the  figures  continue  at  this  level. 

Yours  faithfully, 

JOHN  L.  SIDDLE, 

Medical  Of  ficer  of  Health . 


HIGHWAYS  AND  SANITARY  (PUBLIC  HEALTH) 

COMMITTEE,  1953. 


Coun.  J.  Miller 
Coun.  N.  Holyoake 
Coun.  R.  Moist 
Coun.  E.  Reeve,  J.P. 

Coun.  J.  Willis 
Coun.  T.  Vivian 
Coun.  E.  Fennell 
Coun.  J.  McGorrigan 


[Chairman) . 

Coun.  Dr.  A.  M.  Bowman 
Coun.  C.  F.  C.  Lawson 
Coun.  R.  Porter 
Coun.  C.  Fenner 
Coun.  Mrs.  N.  A.  Hearn 
Coun.  Mrs.  D.  H.  Riddell 
Coun.  L.  Usher,  J.P. 


Coun.  E.  B.  Wraith 


Coun.  N.  Riddell 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  AUTHORITY 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — (At  the  time  of  the  completion  of  the  report) 

JOHN  LANGLEY  SIDDLE,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.H. 

During  the  year  1953  the  late  Dr.  Forster,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.H. , was 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  months,  April,  May,  June  and  July.  Follow- 
ing his  death  in  July,  the  post  had  not  been  filled  by  the  end  of  the  year. 


Sanitary  Inspector — 

GEORGE  C.  BANKS,  M.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  is  a whole-time  officer  and  holds  the  Sanitary 
Inspector’s  Certificate,  the  Meat  and  Other  Food  Inspector’s  Certificate,  and 
the  Certificate  in  Sanitary  Science  as  applied  to  Public  Works  and  Buildings  of 
the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute.  The  Diploma  in  Cattle,  Meat  and  Food 
Inspection  of  the  Liverpool  University  and  also  the  Diploma  of  the  Institute 
of  Public  Health  and  Hygiene.  The  Inspector  also  holds  a certificate  of  the 
Royal  Society  of  Arts  (Common  Law). 


Housing  and  Shops  Inspector — 

GEORGE  C.  BANKS,  M.R.S.L,  M.S.I.A. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  contributes  half  the  salaries  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 


STATISTICS  AND  LOCAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area 

2,647  acres 

Population,  estimated  mid-year  1953 

18,280 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 

5,615 

Terrace  houses 

2,349 

Detached  houses 

145 

Semi-detached 

870 

Farm  Houses  and  cottages 

15 

Houses  and  shops  combined 

63 

Council  Houses 

2,173 

5,615 

Rateable  Value 

^85,370 

Product  of  Penny  Rate 

^316  3s.  Od. 

BIRTH  RATE,  DEATH  RATE  AND  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR 
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Population 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimated  mid-year  population  for 
1953  was  18,280  as  compared  with  18,140  for  1952. 


The  figures  below  show  the  population  trend  : — 


Year 

Estimated  Population. 

1944 

16,680 

1945 

16,980 

1946 

17,820 

1947 

17,850 

1948 

18,620 

1949 

18,620 

1950 

18,650 

1951 

18,210 

1952 

18,140 

1953 

18,280 

The  population  at  the  1951  Census  was  18,538. 

Age  distribution  at  1951  Census 


0— 

4 

1,539 

5— 

14 

2,558 

15—44 

7,934 

45— 

64 

4,598 

65  & 

over 

1,909 

Births 

There  were  292  live  births  during  1953  as  compared  with  272 
during  1952.  The  respective  Birth  Rates  being  15.95  in  1953 


and  15.05  in  1952. 

Live  Births 

Legitimate 

Male. 

137 

Female. 

148 

T otal. 

285 

Illegitimate 

3 

4 

7 

Total  292 

Still  Births. 

Legitimate 

5 

1 

6 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— - 

Total  6 

Deaths 

There  were  234  deaths  during  1953.  In  1952  there  were  227. 
The  Crude  Death  Rate  for  1953  was  12.8  and  for  1952  was  12.5. 
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Causes  of  Deaths 


All  Causes 

Male 

126 

Female 

108 

T otal 

234 

Tuberculosis 

6 

2 

8 

Syphilitic  disease 

1 

— 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm — Stomach 

1 

2 

3 

Malignant  Neoplasm — -Lung  Bronchus 

4 

— 

4 

Malignant  Neoplasm — -Breast 

— - 

2 

2 

Malignant  Neoplasm — -Uterus 

— - 

1 

1 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

8 

13 

21 

Diabetes 

1 

1 

2 

Vascular  lesions  of  Nervous  System 

17 

13 

30 

Coronary  Diseases  (angina) 

20 

14 

34 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

5 

5 

10 

Other  Heart  Disease 

18 

25 

43 

Other  Circulatory  Disease 

11 

5 

16 

Pneumonia 

8 

8 

16 

Bronchitis 

3 

— ■ 

3 

Other  diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

2 

2 

4 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

1 

— • 

1 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  & Diarrhoea 

1 

2 

3 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

3 

— 

3 

Congenital  Malformations 

— 

2 

2 

Other  defined  and  Ill-defined  diseases 

12 

9 

21 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

2 

— - 

2 

All  other  Accidents 

2 

2 

4 

The  following  were  the  chief  causes  of  death  during  the  year 


Cause  of  Death 

Number  of  Deaths 

% of  total  Dectl  s 

1 . Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory 
System 

133 

56.8 

2.  Cancer 

31 

13.2 

3.  Respiratory  Diseases 

23 

9.8 

4.  Violence  : — 

(Road  Traffic  accidents— -2) 
(Other  Violent  causes — 4) 

(Suicide — Nil) 

6 

2.6 

5.  Tuberculosis  (all  forms) 

8 

3.41 

Diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulatory  system  continue  to  be 
responsible  for  the  majority  of  the  deaths.  The  percentage  of  the 
total  has  now  risen  to  56.8  as  compared  with  50.6  last  year.  There 
has  been  a fall  in  the  nunber  of  deaths  due  to  Cancer.  Tuberculosis 
deaths  have  unfortunately  shown  a rise  over  the  figure  for  1952, 
being  responsible  for  3.4%  of  all  deaths  during  1953  ; the  figure 
for  1952  was  1.7%. 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY 

The  Infantile  Mortality  rate  for  the  year  was  27.4  (8  deaths) 
as  compared  with  54.9  (15  deaths)  in  the  previous  year.  This  is 
a big  improvement  although  it  is  still  very  slightly  above  the 
average  for  England  and  Wales. 


Causes  of  Death  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  Age 


Disease 

Under  1 
week 

1—2 

weeks 

2—3 

weeks 

3—4 

weeks 

Total 
under  1 

month 

1—3 

months 

3—6 

months 

6—9 

months 

9—12 

months 

Total 

under  1 

year 

Prematurity 

2 

— 

— 

— • 

2 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

2 

Pneumonia 

1 

— 

— 

— • 

1 

1 

— 

— 

- — - 

2 

Gastro-Enteritis 

1 

— 

— ■ 

1 

— • 

1 

— 

— 

2 

Congenital  Heart 

Disease 

1 

1 

1 

' 

2 

Infant  deaths  may  be  divided  into  two  groups,  those  occurring 
in  the  first  four  weeks  of  life  and  those  taking  place  between  the 
age  of  one  month  and  one  year.  The  deaths  occurring  within  the 
four  weeks  of  birth  are  usually  deaths  which  at  the  present  state 
of  our  knowledge  are  not  preventable,  i.e.,  prematurity  and  con- 
genital malformations  etc. 

Those  taking  place  between  one  month  and  12  months  can  be 
looked  upon  in  many  cases  as  preventable. 

With  regard  to  the  figure  shown  in  the  above  table  we  see  that 
out  of  8 deaths,  5 occurred  before  the  age  of  one  month  and  3 in 
the  period  one  to  12  months.  No  deaths  occurred  amongst  infants 
between  the  ages  of  6 months  to  12  months. 


Maternal  Mortality 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  than  once  again  there  were  no  deaths 
under  the  headings  Pregnancy,  Childbirth  and  Abortion.  No  one 
branch  of  the  Health  Services  can  take  the  credit  for  such  a position 
— the  credit  must  obviously  be  shared  by  all  concerned  with  the 
care  of  the  mother  during  the  ante-natal  period,  during  childbirth 
and  during  the  post-natal  period. 
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GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE 

AREA 


(1)  Laboratory  Facilities 

These  continue  to  be  provided  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Service,  Newcastle,  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  R.  Norton. 

Particulars  of  examinations  undertaken  are  given  below  : — 


Disease 

Positive 

Negative 

Diphtheria 

— 

9 

Tuberculosis 

37 

162 

Miscellaneous 

— 

9 

(2)  Local  Health  Authority  Services 

The  Administrative  County  is  divided  up  into  twelve  areas, 
Chester-le-Street  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  forming  No.  4 Area. 
For  each  area,  a Health  Sub-Committee  has  been  appointed  to 
exercise  on  behalf  of  the  County  Health  Committee,  certain  functions 
relating  to  services  under  the  National  Health  Services  Act  1946. 

All  day-to-day  administration  of  the  County  Service  is  carried 
out  by  County  Headquarters.  The  Area  Medical  Officer  deputises 
for  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  at  quarterly  meetings  of 
the  Area  Sub-Committee. 


(a)  Health  Visitor  Service 

There  are  two  Health  Visitors  employed  by  the  County  Council 


working  in  the  Chester-le-Street  Urban  District.  A survey  of  the 
work  done  by  them  is  given  below 

Visits  paid  to  : — - 

Maternity  & Child  Welfare  3,190 

Tuberculosis  415 

School  Work  297 

General  Health  3 

Mental  Deficiency  141 

Summary  : — 

Ineffective  Visits  825 

Total  number  of  visits  4,871 

Number  of  effective  visits  4,046 

Time  (as  days)  spent  on  visits  (Routine,  other  and 

ineffective)  181 

Average  daily  number  of  effective  visits  per  health 

visitor  22 
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Clinics  etc.,  Work  : — 

(a)  at  Maternal  & Child  Welfare  Clinics  ....  218 

(b)  at  Chest  Clinics  and  contact  sessions  ....  8 

(c)  at  School  Head  to  Head  inspections  17 

(d)  conducting  children  to  special  schools  16 

(e)  assisting  with  school  medical  inspections  3 


(b)  Clinics 

The  Mains  Farm  House,  West  Lane  Cl  nic  is  used  to  provide 
accommodation  for  the  various  clinics  run  by  the  County  Council. 


Ante-Natal  Tuesday  a.m.  & p.m.  & Thursday  a.m.  weekly 

Child  Welfare  Wednesday  a.m.  & p.m.  weekly 

Birth  Control 

(post  natal)  Thursday  p.m.  except  first  afternoon  in  month 

Artificial  Sunlight  Monday  p.m.  & Friday  p.m.  weekly 
Immunisation  First  Thursday  p.m.  in  month. 


(c)  Domiciliary  Midwifery  & Home  Nursing  Services 

This  is  a Durham  County  Council  Service.  Working  in  the 
district  there  are  2 district  nurse-midwives,  2 district  nurses  and 
2 district  midwives. 

A summary  of  the  work  done  is  given  below. 


Cases. 

Visits 

Midwifery  and  Maternity 

164 

2,153 

Hospital  cases  discharged 

home  for 

nursing 

69 

Ante-natal 

1,295 

Post-natal 

64 

General  Nursing 

310 

12,924 

543 

16,436 

Of  the  above  total  2,321  visits  were  for  injection  only  and 
835  for  observation  regarding  the  loan  of  appliances. 

id)  Ambulance  Service 

This  service  is  run  by  the  County  Council.  The  Chester-le- 
Street  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  are  served  principally  by  the 
ambulance  depot  situated  at  Osborne  Road,  Chester-le-Street. 
This  depot  is  in  charge  of  a head  driver  and  has  an  establishment 
of  15  drivers  and  6 ambulances.  All  requests  for  ambulance 
transport  reach  the  depot  via  the  Durham  Control  which  is  manned 
by  a team  of  4 clerk-telephonists  maintaining  a 24-hour  service. 

When  necessary,  either  in  the  interests  of  economy  or  in  order 
to  reinforce  the  Chester-le-Street  Depot,  vehicles  from  the  neigh- 
bouring depot  are  utilised  in  the  transport  of  patients  in  the  area. 
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Figures  showing  the  extent  to  which  the  service  is  used  are 
given  below  : — 


Patients  carried 

No.  of  calls 

No.  of  Journeys 

Stretcher 

Sitting 

Total 

Mileage 

7,176 

5,096 

2,913 

16,361 

19,274 

111,428 

(e)  Domestic  Help 

Domestic  helps  are  provided  by  the  County  Council  where 
necessary  in  cases  of  sickness,  childbirth,  infirmity  or  other  house- 
hold emergencies. 


Domestic  Help  cases  during  1953. 

Cases  provided  with  home  help  at  1st  January,  1953  36 

New  cases  15 

Cases  provided  with  home  help  during  the  year  51 

Maternity  Cases  4 

Old  Age  Pensioners  34 

Sickness  Cases  13 

Number  of  home  helps  employed  — 40  51 


(/)  Prevention  of  Illness  Care  and  Aftercare 

Under  this  section  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act  the 
Durham  County  Council  supply  nursing  requisites  on  loan  to  those 
needing  them.  A fee  is  charged,  the  assessment  of  which  depends 
on  income  and  the  type  of  article  borrowed.  All  the  articles  are 
stored  in  Durham  City  and  have  to  be  brought  out  to  the  place 
where  they  are  required. 


(g)  School  Health  Service 

The  School  Health  Service  is  run  by  the  Durham  County 
Council  from  the  headquarters  in  Durham  City. 

The  nearest  clinic  for  Chester-le-Street  school  children  is  in 
Birtley.  The  clinic  is  open  daily  and  is  attended  on  Monday  and 
Wednesday  by  a School  Medical  Officer. 

Routine  medical  inspections  of  children  are  carried  out  in  the 
schools  by  a School  Medical  Officer. 
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3.  Hospital  Services 

The  hospitals  in  Chester-le-Street  are  administered  by  the 
Durham  Hospital  Management  Committee  on  behalf  of  the 
Newcastle  Regional  Hospital  Board. 


Outpatient  Clinics 

(a)  T uberculosis 

Consultations  by  appointment  at  Chest  Clinic,  Ropery  Lane, 
Chester-le-Street  (Tel.  : 3317). 


(b)  Venereal  Diseases 

Confidential  treatment  is  provided  free  at  the  following  centres, 
appointment  not  being  required  : — 

(i)  Newcastle  General  Hospital  : Monday — 'Friday,  10 — 12  a.m., 

3 — 7 p.m.  ; Saturday  ll — 12  a.m.,  4 — 6 p.m. 

(ii)  County  Hospital,  Durham  (Tel.  7)  Monday  and  Thursday  10  a.m. 

— 7.30  p.m.  ; Tuesday  and  Friday  1 p.m. — 7 p.m.  . Saturday  11  a.m. 

— 1 p.m  ; Wednesday  10  a.m. — 5.30  p.m. 

(c)  General  Hospital  Chester-le-Street.  ( Tel . : 2251) 

General  medical,  general  surgical,  ophthalmic,  ear,  nose  and 
throat  and  physiotherapy  facilities  are  available,  both  as  in-patients 
and  out-patients  (by  appointment). 


(d)  Psychiatry 

A psychiatric  out-patient  clinic  is  held  at  the  County  Hospital 
Durham,  (Tel.  954)  each  Monday,  Patients  are  seen  by  appointment 
only. 


4.  Executive  Council  Service 

The  executive  council  for  the  County  of  Durham  is  the  body 
responsible  for  the  administration  of  the  General  Practitioner 
Service  in  the  District. 


There  are  7 general  practitioners  residing  in  the  district. 
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HOUSING 


The  provision  of  housing  in  the  district  since  the  end  of  the 
war  is  shown  by  the  following  table  : — - 


Year  Ending  31s£  March 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

Temporary  Houses 

50 

30 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

New  Permanent  Houses 

12 

44 

66 

94 

96 

50 

112 

B.I.S.F.  Non-traditional 

30 

34 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Re-lets 

26 

56 

44 

68 

45 

63 

59 

During  1953,  16  houses  were  allocated  for  medical  reasons. 


There  is  no  points  scheme  functioning  for  the  purpose  of 
allocating  houses.  New  houses  are  let  on  the  length  of  application 
basis  except  in  the  case  of  10%  allocated  on  the  recommendation 
of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  However  there  is  a certain 
restriction  on  rehousing  tenants  already  reasonably  housed  in  the 
use  of  a deferred  list.  If  a tenant  is  due  to  be  rehoused  on  length 
of  application  but  is  already  reasonably  housed  he  is  placed  on 
the  deferred  list.  Rehousing  from  this  list  is  restricted  to  one  in 
every  five  houses  becoming  available. 


Nevertheless  the  position  is  that  persons  are  being  rehoused 
from  houses  which  are  reasonably  adequate.  So  long  as  there 
exist  unfit  houses,  overcrowding  and  living-in  in  the  town  there  is  in 
my  opinion  no  justification  for  rehousing  persons  not  coming  into 
one  of  these  categories. 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES 

There  was  a big  fall  in  the  number  of  notifications  during  the 
year  as  compared  with  1952 — 106  as  compared  with  286.  This 
was  largely  due  to  the  fall  in  the  number  of  cases  of  Measles. 


The  following  table  shows  the  distribution  of  cases  by  age  and 
according  to  the  month  notified. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  1953. 
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Infectious  Disease 

Erysipelas 

Pneumonia 

Scarlet  Fever 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough 

Poliomyelitis 

Diagnosis  not  confirmed 
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Infectious  Disease  Notifications  since  1942 


Disease 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

Cerebro  Spinal 
Fever 

2 

1 

4 

2 

2 

Smallpox 

— 

• — - 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

• — 

Scarlet  Fever 

68 

68 

22 

20 

17 

21 

56 

51 

21 

11 

34 

17 

Diphtheria 

37 

20 

21 

26 

25 

6 

3 

1 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

Enteric  Fever 
(including  Para- 
Typhoid) 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

Pneumonia 

37 

28 

36 

16 

15 

17 

15 

14 

25 

26 

17 

13 

Erysipelas 

7 

11 

5 



2 

3 

2 

2 

4 

— 

2 

3 

Opthalmia 

Neonatorum 

2 

5 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

PuerperalPyrexia 

2 

4 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— - 

Whooping  Cough 

20 

5 

5 

4 

13 

3 

21 

4 

12 

16 

34 

3 

Measles 

195 

112 

39 

110 

29 

224 

227 

90 

193 

107 

181 

45 

Food  Poisoning 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

- — - 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— - 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

5 

- — - 

- — 

2 

— 

4 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 

— 

- — - 

— 

- — - 

— - 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis 

(Pulmonary) 

8 

14 

17 

14 

15 

10 

9 

23 

15 

15 

12 

20 

Tuberculosis 

(Non-Pulmonary) 

8 

15 

6 

12 

3 

5 

3 

3 

5 

5 

3 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

The  number  of  cases  fell  from  34  to  17,  of  which  16  were 
removed  to  hospital. 

Modern  experience  advocates  home  treatment  (except  where 
home  conditions  are  unsatisfactory)  in  the  majority  of  cases  as  this 
removes  the  risk  of  cross  infection  in  hospital  and  therefore  reduces 
the  risk  of  complications. 

Diphtheria 

There  were  no  cases  notified  during  1953 — this  is  for  the  fourth 
consecutive  year. 

It  must  be  realised  that  this  position  can  only  be  maintained 
by  keeping  an  adequate  level  of  immunisation  in  the  child  popu- 
lation. The  young  mothers  of  today  cannot  remember  when 
diphtheria  was  the  dread  disease  causing  loss  of  life  and  much 
suffering  amongst  child  life.  They  therefore  tend  to  minimise 
the  necessity  for  immunisation  and  in  many  cases  much  persuasion 
is  needed  before  they  will  allow  their  children  to  have  the  necessary 
treatment. 
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No  doubt,  as  the  years  go  by,  this  difficulty  will  become  even 
greater. 

The  position  with  regard  to  immunisation  was  that  in  1953, 
181  children  (ages  0-15  years)  received  a full  course  of  immunisation 
and  104  received  booster  doses.  The  total  number  of  children 
(ages  0-15  years)  who  have  received  a full  course  of  immunisation 
at  any  time  from  1941-53  was  2,567. 


Number  of  children  (0-15)  years  who  have  completed  a full  course  of  immunisa 
tion  at  any  time  up  to  31.12,53. 


Age  at  31st  Dec.,  1953 

Under 

1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

Born  in  year 

1953 

1952 

1951 

1950 

1949 

1948 

1947 

1946 

Number  immunised 

14 

141 

184 

157 

176 

204 

260 

247 

Age  at  31st  Dec.,  1953 

8 

9 

10 

11 

,2 

13 

14 

Born  in  year 

1945 

1944 

1943 

1942 

1940 

1939 

1938 

Total 

Number  immunised 

197 

266 

182 

106 

144 

135 

154  2,567 

Measles 

There  were  only  45  cases  notified  during  the  year.  As  may  be 
seen  from  the  table  on  page  14  measles  shows  a periodicity  which  in 
an  urban  area  is  usually  biennial.  This  is  due  to  the  fact  that  during 
one  year  having  attacked  the  susceptible  children,  the  next  year 
is  a period  of  comparative  freedom  from  the  disease  during  which 
time  a further  number  of  susceptibles  is  built  up  ready  for  the 
next  outbreak. 

Poliomyelitis 

There  were  four  cases  notified  during  the  year.  These  are  the 
first  cases  since  1950  when  two  cases  were  confirmed  in  the  district. 

Whooping  Cough 

Only  three  cases  were  notified  during  1953  as  compared  with 
34  during  1952. 

Tuberculosis 

20  new  notifications  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  received 
during  the  year  and  there  were  7 deaths  from  the  disease.  One 
new  non-respiratory  case  was  notified  and  there  was  one  death 
from  non-respiratory  tuberculosis. 
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The  figures  for  the  years  since  1948  are  given  below  : — 


Year 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

N on- Pulmonary 

T uberculosis 

Notifications 

Deaths 

Notifications 

Deaths 

1948 

9 

5 

3 

3 

1949 

23 

6 

3 

— - 

1950 

15 

8 

4 

2 

1951 

15 

8 

5 

1 

1952 

12 

4 

3 

— 

1953 

20 

7 

1 

1 

It  may  be  seen  that  there  has  been  no  improvement  over  this 
period  of  time  in  spite  of  all  the  work  that  has  been  carried  out 
both  from  the  preventative  and  treatment  aspects. 


Table  showing  age  and  sex  distribution  of  new  cases  and  deaths 
during  1953 


Age  Groups 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

N on  - 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F- 

M.  F. 

Under  1 year 

1 



— 

' 

— 

— 

' j 

1 to  4 years 

— 

— - 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

5 to  14  years 

— 

— - 

— 



— 

— 

15  to  24  years 

2 

2 

— 

1 



— 

— ; - — 

25  to  44  years 

6 

3 

— 

— 

1 

— - 

— — 

45  to  64  years 

3 

2 

— ■ 

— • 

2 

1 

1 — 

65  to  75  years 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

1 

— • 

— i — 

75  and  over 

1 

— • 

----- 

— 

1 

1 

— - : — 

Totals 

13 

7 

— 

1 

5 

2 

1 j - 

This  disease  still  remains  one  of  the  main  causes  of  death  and  of 
incapacity  throughout  the  country.  As  will  be  seen  the  new  cases 
are  in  the  main  amongst  the  younger  and  middle  aged  members 
of  the  population.  It  is  for  this  reason  that  every  effort  should  be 
made  to  obliterate  the  disease  from  the  community.  Control  of 
tuberculosis  is  spread  between  many  authorities  and  is  largely 
dependent  on  good  co-operation  between  the  many  services  involved. 
So  far  as  the  Council  is  concerned  the  most  important  factor  in 
prevention,  is  provision  of  adequate  housing  for  the  population. 
Quite  apart  from  this  the  Council  do  allocate  a percentage  of  new 
lettings  to  medical  cases  and  the  majority  of  these  houses  have 
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been  given  to  households  overcrowded  or  being  in  an  insanitary 
condition  and  having  one  or  more  member  with  pulmonary  tuber- 
culosis. 

However  it  is  unfortunate  that  there  has  been  no  special 
provision  for  rehousing  grossly  overcrowded  families  who  are  only 
given  a house  if  they  have  had  an  application  lying  for  a certain 
number  of  years.  Overcrowding  is  one  of  the  factors  responsible 
for  the  spread  of  this  disease  and  as  such  every  effort  ought  to  be 
made  to  remedy  it. 


Council  Offices, 

Chester-le-Street. 
April,  1954. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Members, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  contribution  on  the  Sanitary 
circumstances  of  the  district  for  the  thirtieth  year  of  my  service  as 
Sanitary  and  Housing  Inspector  for  the  urban  area. 

The  various  activities  have  covered  a wide  range,  including  the 
requirements  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  the  Ministry  of  Housing 
and  Local  Government.  In  addition,  other  work  and  requirements 
have  been  covered  as  far  as  circumstances  have  permitted. 

There  is  a Regional  Ministry  of  Food  Slaughterhouse  in  the 
area,  in  which  cattle  are  slaughtered  and  from  which  meat  is  dis- 
tributed to  the  populations  of  both  Urban  and  Rural  areas.  There 
has  been  some  preliminary  suggestion  that  meat  control  may  cease 
in  the  coming  year.  (It  has  since  been  announced  that  decontrol 
will  take  place  in  July  1954).  In  the  meantime  this  work  takes  up 
considerable  time,  and  constant  care  has  been  necessary  to  avoid 
passing  on  to  the  public  meat  unfit  for  human  consumption,  or  in 
some  way  unsound  and  liable  to  cause  food  poisoning.  The  inspec- 
tion of  meat  during  trying  circumstances  (especially  during  the 
war  years)  was  the  cause  of  considerable  anxiety.  It  is  pleasing 
to  note  that  there  were  no  cases  of  Food  Poisoning  attributed  to 
meat  from  the  Regional  Slaughterhouse,  and  there  were  no  cases 
of  Foot  and  Mout  Disease,  Anthrax,  or  Swine  Fever  discovered 
during  meat  inspection  work. 

No  action  was  taken  under  the  Housing  Act  1949  with  regard  to 
grants  for  property  improvements,  but  action  under  the  Housing 
Act  1953,  Local  Government  (Miscellaneous  Provisions)  legislation 
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may  be  invoked  in  the  near  future.  The  year  under  review  saw 
the  end  of  the  pre-war  Slum  Clearance  programme  which  was 
unavoidably  delayed  as  a result  of  the  war,  scarcity  of  materials, 
and  the  fact  that  the  Government  held  such  operations  in  abeyance 
during  hostilities.  In  addition,  other  insanitary  properties  were 
demolished  regarding  which  special  mention  will  be  made  under 
the  appropriate  heading. 

Foodstuffs,  and  premises  where  food  has  been  prepared, 
have  received  constant  attention,  and  many  improvements  have 
been  effected  as  a result  of  action  taken  by  this  department. 

The  inspection  and  supervision  of  the  sale  of  Milk  continues, 
and  visits  to  Factories  have  been  maintained  and  notices  served 
where  required. 

Investigation  of  complaints  and  the  scheme  for  the  removal 
of  privy  middens  and  ash-closets  continue  and  progress  in  respect 
of  the  latter  has  been  maintained. 

New  Housing  and  Food  and  Drugs  legislation  is  now  pending 
and  when  operating  the  duties  of  your  Inspector  will  be  increased 
considerably.  The  desirability  of  appointing  an  additional 
Inspector  should  receive  the  earnest  consideration  of  the  Council. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Members, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

GEORGE  C.  BANKS, 
Sanitary  and  Housing  Inspector. 


Water  Supply 

During  the  year  1953  there  were  8 samples  of  drinking  water 
submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  to  the  Public  Health 


Laboratory  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  at  Ponteland.  All  proved 
to  be  negative.  These  samples  were  obtained  from  the  following 


premises  : — 

Situation. 

No.  of 
Samples. 

Result. 

37,  Union  Lane,  Chester  Moor 

1 

Negative 

y ) 

27,  Elm  Street,  Chester  Moor 

1 

Chester  Moor  Colliery  Canteen 

1 

y y 

9,  Dunsany  Terrace,  Pelton  Fell 

1 

y y 

Pelton  Fell  Colliery  Baths 

1 

y y 

Whitehall  Farm,  Pelton  Fell 

1 

) y 

Pelton  Fell  Colliery  Canteen 

1 

Chester  Moor  Farm  Dairy 

1 

y y 
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There  was  some  concern  expressed  by  members  of  the  Council 
and  the  public  at  Pelt  on  Fell  and  Chester  Moor  in  respect  of  a 
persistent  taste  of  “ disinfect  ant"  in  the  domestic  drinking  water. 
This  condition  was  attributed  to  chlorine  and  the  Durham  County 
Water  Board  were  contacted  with  regard  to  the  matter,  particularly 
in  respect  of  the  supply  at  Chester  Moor  where  it  was  thought 
excessive  chlorination  was  in  evidence. 

The  representatives  of  the  Durham  County  Water  Board 
acknowledged  that  the  water  was  chlorinated  as  Medical  Officers 
preferred  such  treatment  for  the  protection  of  the  community, 
but  that  the  unusually  strong  evidence  of  chlorine  may  have  been 
caused  by  an  accumulation  at  the  “flush  end”  in  the  Chester  Moor 
old  village  network.  It  was  observed  that  the  condition  could 
possibly  be  abated  by  flushing  of  the  mains  at  this  cul-de-sac  in 
the  network  at  frequent  intervals.  There  have  been  no  further 
complaints  regarding  the  water  supply. 

It  should  be  stressed  that  with  extensive  open-cast  mining 
operations  in  evidence  in  the  area,  the  possibility  of  damage  and 
leakage  in  the  domestic  water  supply  mains,  even  seemingly  remote 
from  the  scene  of  activities,  is  not  entirely  out  of  question.  Chlor- 
ination (like  pasteurisation  of  milk)  within  reasonable  limits  is  a 
safeguard  to  public  health,  but  constant  vigilance  is  maintained, 
particularly  where  oper-cast  mining  is  in  operation. 

All  the  domestic  drinking  water  in  the  Urban  area,  is  now 
obtained  through  the  Durham  County  Water  Board  supplies, 
and  no  premises  in  the  district  are  dependent  on  wells  or  springs 
for  domestic  water  supplies. 

In  some  parts  of  the  country  plastic  domestic  service  pipes  have 
been  installed  in  new  Council  house  estates,  and  have  proved  to  be 
successful.  They  are  cheaper  and  there  was  a considerable  re- 
duction in  the  number  of  burst  pipes  as  a result  of  frost.  It  is 
difficult  to  depart  from  traditional  methods,  but  it  appears  that 
plastic  and  similar  synthetic  materials  are  likely  to  play  an  important 
part  in  future  building  operations. 
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SLAUGHTERHOUSES  AND  MEAT  INSPECTION 

The  Ministry  of  Food  are  principally  concerned  with  the 
provision  of  slaughtering  facilities.  There  are  four  slaughterhouses 
in  the  area  of  which  three  are  licensed  ; i.e.  the  Co-operative  Society 
slaughterhouse  which  is  used  for  all  essential  purposes  and  is 
vested  by  lease  to  the  Ministry  of  Food,  and  two  other  slaughter- 
houses which  hold  licences  for  emergency  purposes.  There  is 
much  congestion  at  the  Co-operative  slaughterhouse  and  limited 
facilities  for  inspection  particularly  during  the  hours  of  darkness 
and  peak  hours.  The  Wholesale  Meat  Association  considered 
(Jan.  1953)  the  possibility  of  adapting  a large  empty  joiners  shop 
at  South  Burns  for  a chilled  meat  storage.  The  Council  did  not 
favourably  regard  this  proposition  and  the  project  was  consequently 
abandoned. 

On  October  7th,  1953  a joint  meeting  was  held  at  the  Slaughter- 
ing Centre.  This  meeting  was  arranged  by  Mr.  Winn,  Area  Slaught- 
ering Manager  of  the  Ministry  of  Food,  and  in  addition  to  your 
own  Officer  the  three  Sanitary  Inspectors  of  the  Rural  District 
Council  were  also  present.  Ways  and  means  of  improving  the 
slaughtering  facilities  were  considered  in  every  aspect  and  the 
possibility  of  adapting  waiting  pens  at  the  slaughterhouse  into 
two  slaughtering  bays  were  submitted  to  the  area  manager.  This 
would  allow  more  room  for  cooling  and  inspection. 

Memo  3 Meat  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  was  adopted  in  sub- 
stitution of  Memo  62/Foods  in  February,  1953.  This  new  and 
exacting  code  of  practice  is  much  needed  and  supercedes  the  Meat 
Inspection  Regulations  of  1924.  The  three  authorised  Officers 
for  the  purpose  of  Memo  3 are  Medical  Officers,  Veterinary 
Inspectors  and  Sanitary  Officers  who  invariably  hold  special 
qualifications  for  meat  and  food  inspection.  Not  the  least  im- 
portant of  the  directives  laid  down  in  this  new  Memorandum  of 
methods  and  criteria  of  meat  inspection  is  that  requiring  that  no 
undressed  carcase  should  be  admitted  into  a slaughterhouse  unless 
it  is  accompanied  by  a certificate  given  by  a veterinary  surgeon 
stating  the  reason  for  slaughter  of  the  animal  and  particulars  of 
any  drugs  which,  to  his  knowledge,  had  been  administered  to  the 
animal  which  might  affect  the  carcase  but  in  the  case  of  an  un- 
dressed carcase  of  a sheep  a written  declaration  by  the  owner,  or 
person  in  charge  at  the  time  of  its  death,  stating  the  reason  for 
slaughter  and  that  the  animal  was  not  being  treated  by  a veterinary 
surgeon  and  giving  particulars  of  any  drugs  administered.  It  will 
be  seen  that  these  new  regulations  are  directed  to  the  elimination 
of  irregular  reasons  of  slaughter. 
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Unsound  and  Diseased  Meat  Condemned  1953 


J anuary  .... 
February 
March 
April 
May  . 

Tune 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 


Cwts. 

1 

5 

7 

1 

9 

8 

6 

17 

3 

5 


Lbs. 

102 

83 

64 

93 

8 

78 

10 

92 

94 

59 

46 


The  total  weight  of  meat  condemned  amounts  to  the 
considerable  quantity  of  3 tons  8 cwts  57  lbs. 


Cattle  Inspected  and  Condemned  1953 


Cattle 
exclud- 
ing Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Numbers  inspected 

501 

69 

34 

2,972 

469 

All  diseases  except  Tubercul- 
osis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

2 

6 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

33 

10 

1 

25 

10 

Percentage  of  numbers  inspec- 
ted affected  with  disease 
than  Tuberculosis 

6.58% 

17.39% 

2.942% 

1.04% 

2.34% 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

2 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

35 

14 

13 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

6.98% 

23.19% 

— 

— 

2.98% 

The  important  need  for  the  inspection  of  animals  prior  to 
slaughter  has  been  stressed  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  and  applies 
particularly  to  casuals.  It  frequently  occurs  that  an  examination 
of  the  live  animal,  does  afford  useful  guidance  on  probable 
conditions  expected  to  be  found  after  slaughter.  Memo  3 is  a 
most  useful  instrument  for  the  information  of  those  engaged  in 
slaughtering  and  meat  inspection,  but  a reasonable  approach  and 
time  for  implementation  is  desirable  and  profitable. 
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Revolutionary  changes  and  new  methods  cannot  be  imposed 
on  farmers  and  slaughtering  centres  without  the  danger  of  dis- 
organisation at  a critical  period  in  the  nations  struggle  for  food 
supplies  at  all  levels.  Thus  the  need  is  for  tact  coupled  with 
progress  which  will  ultimately  tend  to  improve  quality  and  produce 
disease  free  carcases.  In  the  latter  connection  it  is  sad  to  admit 
that  the  quality  of  many  animals  received  into  the  slaughtering 
centre  from  the  local  grading  centre  leaves  much — very  much  to 
be  desired.  It  too  frequently  happens  that  an  animal  passed  as 
1st  grade  discloses  local  or  general  disease  on  post-mortem  inspection. 
The  producer  is  paid  top  price  for  1st  grade  animals  thus  there 
may  be  a considerable  loss  to  the  public  as  a result  of  this  arrange- 
ment. 

Statist  cs  of  Animals  slaughtered  at  the  Ministry  of  Food  Slaughtering 
Centre  (including  casualities)  during  the  last  four  years 


Cattle 

Sheep 

Calves 

Pigs 

1950 

2,511 

6,784 

86 

475 

1951 

2,801 

7,144 

196 

582 

1952 

2,488 

9,799 

118 

1,153 

1953 

2,384 

10,202 

92 

2,998 

There  are  Ministry  of  Food  Slaughtering  Centres  in  the  following 
Towns  in  the  County  : — Barnard  Castle,  Bishop  Auckland,  Chest er- 
le-Street,  Consett,  Darlington,  Houghton-le-Spring,  Sunderland, 
South  Shields,  Stockton,  West  Hartlepool  and  Easington  R.D. 
At  the  foregoing  centres  all  animals  slaughtered  and  meat  examined 
is  vested  in  the  Ministry  of  Food,  and  meat  is  distributed  to  the 
whole  of  the  population  of  the  County.  In  addition,  suspected 
animals  are  sent  in  by  Inspectors  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries  for  post-mortem  examination  under  the  Tuberculosis 
Order  1938. 

Canned  Foodstuffs  Destroyed 

There  is  some  indication  that  the  large  quantity  of  imported 
Canned  foodstuffs  destroyed  is  having  some  effect  on  foreign 
producers  in  that  additional  care  is  being  directed  to  packing,  if  not 
the  canning,  of  foodstuffs.  The  availability  of  increasing  supplies 
of  packing  materials  will  also  have  some  bearing  on  the  matter. 

During  the  year  under  review  1 ton  1 cwt.  27  lbs.  of  unsound 
canned  foodstuffs  were  condemned  and  destroyed  locally. 

In  this  connection  it  must  be  again  mentioned  that  the  need 
for  an  incinerator  for  the  destruction  of  foodstuffs  is  a pressing 
public  health  need.  The  present  system  of  burning  on  refuse  tips 
or  relying  on  the  business  premises  concerned  possessing  large 
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boiler  furnaces  is  far  from  efficient.  The  disposal  of  foodstuffs  on 
refuse  tips,  even  when  such  food  is  treated  with  lime  or  disinfectant 
tends  to  increase  the  rat  population  and  is  also  a temptation  to 
trespassers  to  attempt  to  salvage  the  unsound  food. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Acts  1933-51  and  1953 

There  has  been  smooth  operation  of  the  above-mentioned 
legislation  during  the  period  under  review,  which,  in  view  of  the 
congested  conditions  under  which  the  slaughtering  is  carried  out, 
affords  reason  for  satisfaction.  The  existing  legislation  is  chiefly 
directed  to  the  skilled  mechanical  stunning  of  all  animals  and  the 
avoidance  of  cruelty.  Apart  from  the  use  of  mechanical  instruments 
the  1951  Act  imposes  an  obligation  on  responsible  persons  to  ensure 
adequate  supplies  of  food  and  water  for  cattle  etc.,  awaiting 
slaughter.  This  new  Act  could  usefully  be  extended  to  animals  in 
transit. 

There  are  at  present  18  persons  licensed  to  slaughter  and  there 
have  been  3 renewals  during  the  period  under  report.  Further 
new  legislation  affecting  slaughtering  is  expected  to  come  into 
operation  in  1954.  The  elimination  of  obsolete  private  slaughter- 
houses and  the  training  of  butchers  and  slaughtermen  in  the  recog- 
nition of  signs  of  disease  in  animals  may  well  be  worthy  of  considera- 
tion, as  it  appears  an  injustice  to  expect  untrained  personnel  to 
identify  diseased  conditions  except  obvious  abnormalities.  There 
appears  to  be  no  reason  why  slaughtermen  should  not  be  so  trained 
and  skilled  that  their  licence  will  have  importance  and  meaning 
which  v ill  afford  incentive  and  pride  in  possession  of  such  a Certi- 
ficate of  Registration. 

Milk  Supplies 

The  largest  Milk  distributor  locally,  apart  from  dealers,  is 
The  Milk  Marketing  Board,  the  pasteurising  premises  of  which  are 
situated  at  Langley  Moor.  Milk  production  on  farms  is  under 
the  control  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  but  as 
previously  stated  the  planning  of  buildings,  the  drainage  and  water 
supplies  remain  within  the  province  of  the  Local  Authority.  Local 
Authorities  are  responsible  for  the  granting  of  licences  to  dealers, 
and  local  distributors. 

The  drainage  arrangements  at  Garden  House  Farm  are  regarded 
as  unsatisfactory  and  it  is  regretted  that  the  new  sewer  at  the 
Hermitage  was  not  planned  to  link  up  this  Farm.  It  is  gathered 
that  it  is  contemplated  installing  septic  tanks  on  these  premises 
which  are  rarely  a success  for  dealing  with  farm  sewage,  it  inevitably 
happens  that  byre  manure  becomes  involved  with  the  alleged 
treatment,  the  result  being  unsatisfactory  if  not  farcical. 
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It  would  be  helpful  if  closer  liaison  could  be  established  between 
the  Inspectors  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  the  officers  of  the 
Local  Authority,  even  to  the  extent  of  joint  inspections  of  farms  and 
conferences  on  milk  production.  The  isolated  activities  of  the 
several  departments  concerned  do  not  tend  to  give  disease-free 
milk  or  cattle  which  the  public  have  a reasonable  right  to  demand. 
Pasteurisation  may  well  be  regarded  as  a safety  measure  but 
wholesome  disease-free  raw  milk  should  be  the  ultimate  aim  of 
public  health  authorities. 

Acts  and  Regulations  in  Force 

(1)  The  Milk  (Special)  Designations  Act  1949 

(2)  The  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  1949 

(3)  The  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Pasteurised  and  Steril- 
ised) Regulations  1949 

(4)  The  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations 
1949 

Licences  Issued 

1954  1953 


Supplementary  Licences  to  retail  Pasteurised 

Milk  5 6 

Licences  to  retail  Tuberculin  Tested  Pasteurised 

Milk  4 5 

Licences  to  retail  Sterilised  Milk  23  13 

Dealers  Licence  to  retail  Accredited  Milk  1 1 

Licences  to  retail  Tuberculin  Tested  Raw  Milk  1 1 


Of  the  17  samples  of  Milk  comprising  three  samples  of  T.T.  Raw 
Milk,  8 samples  of  T.T.  Pasteurised  Milk,  and  6 samples  of  Pasteur- 
ised Milk,  all  conformed  to  the  required  standards.  The  T.T.  Raw 
Milk  also  conformed  to  the  inocculation  test  for  Tuberculin  Tested 
Milk. 

Ice  Cream 

There  were  6 samples  of  Ice  Cream  and  5 samples  of  Iced  Lollies 
submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  examination  for 
cleanliness  with  the  following  results  : — 

No.  of  samples.  Result. 

3 Grade  1 

2 Grade  2 

1 Grade  3 

The  question  of  legal  standards  for  Ice  Cream  has  again  been 
considered  by  Parliament  and  also  the  possibilities  of  poisoning  from 
the  lead  moulds  used  for  making  Lollipops  received  attention. 
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The  licensing  of  all  forms  of  food  production  would  effect 
uniformity  of  action  and  Iced  Lollies  should  be  included. 

The  5 samples  of  Iced  Lollies  examined  for  cleanliness  and 
B.  Coli.  were  found  to  be  satisfactory.  The  increasing  tendency  to 
manufacture  Iced  Lollies  in  private  houses  should  be  discouraged. 
Although  conforming  to  section  13  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1938, 
the  handling  of  this  iced  confectionery  in  the  midst  of  household 
activities  cannot  be  recommended.  The  production  of  food-stuffs 
in  small  dwellings  could  never  have  been  contemplated  when  such 
premises  were  planned  and  were  never  originally  intended  for 
business  purposes. 


Food  Hygiene 

(1)  The  number  of  food  premises  in  the  area,  by  type  of  business. 

‘ There  are  102  business  premises  in  the  Urban  area  from  which 
food  is  sold,  and  are  as  follows  : — 


General  Dealers  45 

Bakers  and  Confectioners  7 

Butchers  1 1 

Greengrocers  9 

Fishmongers  and  Fried  Fish  Shops  9 

Snack  Bars  and  Canteens  11 


Total  102 


(2)  The  number  of  food  premises,  by  type,  registered  under  Section  14 
of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  or  under  local  Acts,  and  the  number 
of  dairies  registered  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulation,  1949. 

There  are  37  premises  Registered  to  manufacture  or  retail 
ice  cream  within  the  Urban  area. 

There  are  10  butchers  shops  in  the  district  wherein  sausage  etc. 
is  manufactured  but  these  were  all  engaged  in  such  production 
prior  to  the  passing  of  the  Act. 


Dairies  etc.  registered  in  the  Urban  Area. 

There  are  three  Dairies  in  the  area. 

.Supplementary  Licences  to  retail  Sterilised  milk  25 

Tuberculin  Tested  0 

Pasteurised  0 

Accredited  1 


26 


(3)  The  number  of  inspections  of  registered  food  premises , with 
informative  comment  as  necessary. 

Approximately  450  inspections  were  made  of  foodshops, 
canteens  and  snackbars.  Special  attention  being  directed  to  the 
provision  and  cleanliness  of  washing  facilities  and  rest  rooms 
(particularly  for  female  staffs). 

Efforts  are  now  being  directed  with  a view  to  interesting 
canteen  staffs  and  administrative  personnel  in  the  new  sterilizing 
units. 

(4)  Any  new  educational  activity  (e.g.  inauguration  of  clean  food 
guilds  or  of  lectures  on  food  hygiene)  and  the  progress  of  established 
educational  activity. 

There  are  no  clean  food  guilds  in  the  area,  as  there  has  been  no 
interest  evidenced  by  food  retailers  and  their  staffs  for  such  organ- 
isations, also  few  have  shown  any  willingness  to  attend  clean  food 
lectures,  but  talks  have  been  given  from  time  to  time  as  circum- 
stances permitted,  to  small  groups  of  foodshop  and  food  producers 
personnel. 

As  in  various  other  parts  of  the  Country  there  appears  to  be 
some  resistance  to  any  special  attempt  to  what  is  frequently  re- 
garded as  official  regimentation,  neither  has  there  been  any  staff 
available  for  this  special  work. 

(5)  The  method  of  disposal  of  condemned  food. 

At  present  there  is  a temporary  arrangement  for  the  Con- 
tractors hitherto  engaged  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  to  remove  diseased 
and  unsound  meat. 

Small  quantities  are  disposed  of  under  the  furnaces  and  boilers 
at  Factories  and  business  premises  where  such  facilities  are  available. 

For  many  years  it  has  been  contended  (see  previous  Annual 
reports)  that  a suitable  incinerator  or  destructor  should  be  provided 
by  the  local  authority.  A skilled  operator  could  be  trained  by  the 
public  health  department  to  attend  to  the  same  under  the  super- 
vision of  a qualified  officer. 

(6)  Where  special  examination  of  stock  or  of  a consignment  of  food 
has  been  necessary,  the  total  quantity  as  well  as  the  quantity 
condemned. 

No  special  examination  of  a large  consignment  of  foodstuffs 
has  been  necessary  locally,  but  where  an  unusual  quantity  has 
required  inspection  about  25%  of  the  whole  taken  at  random  has 
been  regarded  as  reasonable  and  adequate. 
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FOOD  HYGIENE  LEGISLATION 

The  rapid  strides  in  the  legislation  for  supervision  and  control 
of  the  conditions  under  which  food  may  be  produced  and  prepared 
is  expected  to  be  further  emphasised  in  the  new  Food  and  Drugs 
Act  which  is  now  being  considered  at  very  high  levels. 

Not  only  are  the  conditions  under  which  food  is  to  be  sold 
about  to  be  carefully  considered,  but  also  the  careful  supervision 
of  the  health  of  staffs  will  receive  earnest  attention. 

One  weak  link  in  legislation  should  receive  early  amendment, 
it  concerns  the  fact  that  the  County  Planning  Authorities  may 
apparently  give  consent  in  connection  with  structural  conditions 
of  a building  for  the  sale  of  food  (or  the  preparation  of  the  same) 
without  first  contacting  and  consulting  the  local  qualified  Food 
and  Drugs  Officers.  When  the  latter  appear  on  the  scene  and 
inform  the  occupiers  that  the  building  does  not  conform  with  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act  they  immediately  (and  with  some  justification) 
quote  the  Town  and  Country  Planning  Authority.  This  creates 
confusion  and  it  is  therefore  perfectly  obvious  that  there  should 
be  legislative  liaison  between  the  above-mentioned  authorities  to 
ensure  the  smooth  and  satisfactory  operation  of  all  aspects  of  the 
sale  and  preparation  of  foodstuffs. 


RODENT  CONTROL 

The  problem  of  rodent  control  has  been  consistently  carried  out 
during  the  year  under  report.  Refuse  tips  and  sewers  have  received 
special  attention. 

New  methods  are  constantly  being  devised  for  rat  extermination 
but  Warfarin  has  been  largely  used  locally. 

No  major  infestation  has  been  disclosed  during  the  year.  The 
Rodent  Operator  has  attended  local  meetings  of  No.  7 Area  Com- 
mittee organised  by  the  Divisional  Rodent  Officer. 

The  following  table  of  statistics  will  furnish  additional  inform- 
ation on  this  subject. 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 
Report  for  15  months  ended  31st  March,  1954 


Type  of  Property 


Local 

Authority 

(1) 

Dwelling 

Houses 

(2) 

Agri- 

cultural 

(3) 

All  other 
(including 
business 
premises) 
(4) 

Total 

(5) 

I. 

Total  number  of  properties  in  Local 
Authority’s  District  

37 

5,531 

15 

599 

6,182 

II. 

Number  of  properties  inspected  by 
the  Local  Authority  during  the  15 
months  ended  31st  March,  1954  as  a 
result  of — 

{a)  notification  .... 

52 

16 

68 

( b ) survey  under  the  Prevention  of 
Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

56 

164 

4 

58 

282 

(c)  otherwise  e.g.  when  visited 
primarily  for  some  other  pur- 
pose   

4 

28 

_ 

4 

36 

III. 

Number  of  properties  inspected  (See 
Section  II)  which  were  found  to  be 
infested  by  rats 

Major 

4 

4 

Minor  

12 

29 

— 

17 

58 

IV. 

Number  of  properties  inspected  (see 
Section  II)  which  were  found  to  be 
seriously  infested  bv  mice  

_ 

78 

11 

89 

V. 

Number  of  infested  properties  (see 
Sections  III  and  IV)  treated  by  the 
Local  Authority 

16 

107 

28 

151 

VI. 

Number  of  notices  served  under 
Section  4 (1)  Treatment  

1 

1 

(2)  Structural  Works 

(i.e.  Proofing)  

— 

1 

■ — 

— 

1 

VII. 

Number  of  cases  in  which  default 
action  was  taken  by  the  Local  Auth- 
ority following  the  issue  of  a notice 
under  Section  4 Nil. 

— 

— 

— 
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SUMMARY  OF  WORK  DONE  IN  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S 
DEPARTMENT  DURING  THE  YEAR  1953 


1. — Public  Health  Acts. 


Number  of 
Informal 
written 
Notices  by 
Inspector. 


Number  of 
Formal 
Notices  by 
order  of 
A uthority 


Number  of 
Nuisances 
abated 
after 
Notice. 


Dwelling-houses  and  Schools 


Foul  Conditions 

— 

— 

Structural  Defects 

22 

5 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

Lodging-houses 

— 

— 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 

3 

— 

Cowsheds 

— 

— 

Bakehouses 

4 

— 

Slaughter-houses  

— 

— 

Ashpits  and  Privies 

49 

12 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure 

— 

— 

Waterclosets 

16 

■ — 

Defective  Yard  Paving 

House  Drainage 

5 

— 

Defective  Traps 

6 

— 

No  Disconnection  from  Sewers 

— 

■ — ■ 

Other  Faults  

30 

5 

Water  Supply 

3 

— 

Pigsties  

— 

— 

Animals  Improperly  Kept 

— 

— 

Offensive  Trades 

— - 

— 

Smoke  Nuisances  

2 

- — • 

Other  Nuisances 

— 

— 

Totals 

140 

22 

2.  — Water,  Food  and  Drugs. 

Samples  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis 
Samples  condemned  as  unfit  for  use 

Voluntary  Surrenders  of  Unwholesome  Food  

Convictions  for  exposing  or  selling 
Unwholesome  Food 

Samples  of  Food  & Drugs  taken  for  Analysis 
Samples  found  Adulterated 

3.  — Precautions  Against  Infectious  Disease 
Lots  of  Infectious  Bedding  stoved  or  destroyed 
Houses  disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease 
Schools  disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease 
Prosecutions  for  exposures  of  infected  persons  or  things 
Convictions  for  exposures  of  infected  persons  or  things 

4. — General. 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  year 
Number  of  such  Houses  occupied  during  Year 
Ashpit-privies  converted  into  Ash-closets 
Ashpit-privies  converted  into  Water-closets 
Ash-closets  converted  into  Water-closets 
Total  number  of  Water-closets  in  District 
Total  number  of  Ash-closets  in  District 
Total  number  of  Ash-pit  privies  in  District 


22 

3 

4 
49 

16 

5 

6 

30 

3 

2 

140 

8 

260 

16 


25 

2 


143 

143 


22 

5,175 

210 
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Scavenging  and  Refuse  Disposal 

The  rapid  extension  of  built-up  areas  and  expansion  of  industry 
by  trading  estates  etc.,  is  reflected  in  the  diminution  of  available 
tipping  sites  for  household  refuse.  The  scarcity  of  waste  land 
for  the  disposal  of  such  refuse  is  becoming  increasingly  pressing 
and  the  question  of  refuse  destructors  becomes  more  apparent. 
Locally  refuse  collection  is  effected  by  four  covered  Fordson  lorries 
and  one  un-co vered  lorry,  also  one  horse-drawn  cart  which  is 
useful  for  collecting  in  situations  inaccessible  by  the  motor  lorries. 

There  are  tipping  sites  in  various  parts  of  the  area  but  the 
largest  is  the  Red  Rose  tipping  site  ; others  are  situated  at  Pelton 
Fell  and  on  the  Sewage  Works. 

It  is  considered  necessary  to  again  refer  to  the  dumping  of 
largely  uncontrolled  refuse  on  open  ground.  This  practice  is 
contrary  to  modern  practice  and  tends  to  attract  rats  and  is  a 
breeding  ground  for  flies.  Some  of  the  householders  at  Crichton 
Avenue  objected  to  the  tipping  on  the  banks  at  the  rear  of  their 
premises  and  such  tipping  therefore  ceased.  There  was  also 
some  trouble  with  fire  on  the  Red  Rose  tip  which,  after  trenching 
and  treatment  with  soil  and  sand  was  finally  extinguished. 

Popular  interest  is  being  shown  in  the  interesting  developments 
in  public  cleansing  equipment  ; particularly  in  diesel  power  for 
cleansing  vehicles.  Diesel  all-steel  construction  lorries  with  a 
ground  clearance  of  9-in.  are  admirably  adapted  for  reduction  of 
lifting  and  simplicity  of  loading.  The  fore  and  aft  tipper  variety 
also  tends  to  save  labour,  and  ensures  rapidity  of  loading  and  tip- 
ping. Modern  methods  are  constantly  being  directed  to  hygienic 
collecting  and  disposal  of  household  refuse. 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT 

During  the  past  year  the  public  have  become  more  smoke- 
abatement  minded,  particularly  since  the  distressing  number  of 
deaths  from  “Smog”  in  the  South.  Industry  has  been  largely 
accused  of  smoke  nuisance  during  the  past  but  it  is  becoming 
increasingly  obvious  that  the  domestic  grate  is  also  responsible  for  a 
substantial  degree  of  atmospheric  pollution  and  this  cause  of 
pollution  is  largely  attributed  to  coal  burning  in  dwellinghouses. 
District  heating,  once  regarded  as  a reliable  remedy  appears  to 
have  been  more  or  less  abandoned,  but  gas  and  electricity  for 
domestic  heating  is  certainly  on  the  increase  and  the  use  of  the 
narrow-throated  grate  in  some  of  the  Council  houses  may  tend 
to  more  complete  combustion  and  thus  reduce  smoke  emission. 
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As  mentioned  in  previous  annual  reports  the  smokeless  zone 
does  not  necessarily  mean  the  elimination  of  grit  and  combustion 
gases  which  are  also  regarded  as  a danger  to  the  public  health. 
Soot  and  grit  deposits  have  been  considerable  at  the  Sewage  Works 
gauge  but  it  was  necessary  to  serve  only  one  notice  on  a local 
factory  in  connection  with  smoke  emission  and  improvement  was 
effected  as  a result.  That  there  may  be  dangerous  fumes  without 
smoke  must  not  be  disregarded.  In  this  connection  the  emission 
of  fumes  from  the  exhaust  pipes  of  diesel  engines  and  heavy  lorries 
in  congested  streets  may  also  require  the  attention  of  experts 
and  perhaps  legislation  to  reduce  and  control  this  latent  form  of 
atmospheric  pollution. 


SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

The  Chester-le-Street  Sewage  Disposal  Works  have  operated 
satisfactorily  but  the  need  for  a considerable  extension  of  available 
disposal  facilities  is  under  close  consideration.  The  sewer  from 
Chester  Moor  which  has  an  outfall  on  the  Chester-le-Street  Plant 
functions  satisfactorily.  Sewage  from  Northlodge  in  the  Rural 
area  is  also  treated  at  the  local  Sewage  Disposal  Works.  The 
partially  treated  and  crude  sewage  from  Waldridge,  and  the  Alma 
obsolete  disposal  works  is  discharged  into  the  Burn  stream  which 
flows  through  the  lower  part  of  Chester-le-Street  and  is  a matter 
for  some  concern. 

The  drain  from  the  Hermitage  to  the  trunk  sewer  on  the  Chester 
Moor  road  has  recently  been  obstructed  but  was  satisfactorily 
cleared,  and  now  flows  without  nuisance. 


GLEN  BARR  AVENUE 

The  sewer  at  Glen  Barr  Avenue  has  been  a cause  of  backflow 
and  nuisance  for  some  years.  The  chief  cause  of  this  condition 
appears  to  be  the  lack  of  sufficient  gradient  and  fall  when  laid. 
This  sewer  was  partly  relaid  w ith  abundant  fall  during  1953  and  has 
successfully  eliminated  the  numerous  complaints  and  offensive 
conditions  which  have  intermittently  occurred  for  some  years. 


HOUSING 

During  the  year  143  houses  were  erected  and  occupied  in  the 
Urban  area  ; of  this  number  130  wrere  built  by  the  Council  and  13 
by  private  enterprise.  At  the  present  moment  50  houses  have  been 
erected  on  the  Waldridge  Road  site  and  the  provision  of  a further 
100  houses  is  contemplated  in  the  same  area. 
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OVERCROWDING  — ABATEMENT 

Probably  most  Local  Authorities  have  a housing  overcrowding 
problem  and  such  has  been  the  critical  period  arising  out  of  the 
housing  situation  that  some  measure  of  overcrowding  has  been 
inevitable  and  in  some  degree  still  persists.  It  is  a matter  for 
justifiable  pride  and  satisfaction  that  this  Council  as  a result  of 
rehousing  activities  have  provided  homes  for  overcrowded 
families.  Although  a sympathetic  approach  to  overcrowded 
domestic  conditions  is  praiseworthy  and  commendable,  it  must  be 
remembered  that  legally  overcrowding  is  a summary  offence, 
thus  when  overcrowding  has  been  abated  by  the  provision  of  a 
Council  house,  the  occupiers  should  be  made  aware  of  the  possibility 
of  strong  action  if  overcrowding  is  again  permitted  by  the  con- 
nivance of  the  same  family  occupying  hitherto  overcrowded 
premises. 


DEMOLITIONS 

In  addition  to  the  activities  of  the  Sanitary  and  Housing 
Inspector  with  regard  to  the  repair  of  existing  houses,  1953  wit- 
nessed the  end  of  the  pre-war  Slum  Clearance  operations  and  the 
demolition  of  other  premises  found  to  be  unfit  structurally  and 
otherwise  for  human  habitation. 


The  following  are  particulars  of  premises  demolished  in  1953  : — 

Premises.  No.  of  Houses. 


Heimon  Place 

4 

High  Platts 

3 

Red  Rose  Farm  House 

1 

The  Kennels,  Pelton  Fell 

1 

Railway  Terrace,  Newfield 

10 

Stack  Terrace,  Newfield 

7 

Quarry  Row,  Newfield 

10 

Total 

36 

It  will  be  noted  from  the  above  figures  that  this  Council  have 
not  accepted  any  “Close  Season”  in  the  matter  of  the  clearance  of 
insanitary  property,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  during  the  war 
Slum  Clearance  was  at  a standstill  and  during  the  post-war  period 
such  operations  were  nationally  reduced  to  a bare  minimum. 

Cross  Row,  Pelton  Fell 

The  four  houses  at  Cross  Row  were  demolished  in  November 
1953.  These  were  the  last  houses  concerned  in  the  pre-war  slum 
clearance  programme. 
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CONVERSIONS  1953 

Progress  has  been  maintained  in  ash-closet  conversions,  there 
having  been  25  such  alterations  during  1953. 

Slum  Clearance  activities  at  Quarry  Row,  Railway  Terrace  and 
Stack  Terrace,  Newfield,  High  Flatts,  South  Pelaw,  and  Hermon 
Place,  Chester-le-Street,  also  materially  contributed  to  the  removal 
of  a number  of  these  obsolete  conveniences. 

At  the  end  of  1953  the  number  and  situation  of  the  remaining 
ash-closets  in  the  area  are  as  follows  : — 

North  South  Central  West  P.  Fell  C.  Moor 

Ward  Ward  Ward  Ward  Ward  Ward 

46  81  25  6 52  — 

It  will  be  seen  that  there  are  now  210  ash-closets  in  the  district 
and  efforts  are  constantly  being  directed  to  the  conversion  of  these 
offensive  dust  traps. 

There  remain  the  problem  of  250  ashpits  and  some  equitable 
means  should  be  considered  whereby  these  unpleasant  and  insani- 
tary refuse  receptacles  could  be  removed  and  replaced  by  covered 
dust  bins. 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  & 1948 

PART  I OF  THE  ACT 

1. — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary 
Inspectors) 


M/c 

line 

No. 

(2) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(3) 

Number  of 

M/c 

line 

No. 

(7) 

Premises 

(1) 

Inspections 

(4) 

Written 

notices 

(5) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(6) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Author- 
ities   

1 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7 is  en- 
forced by  the  Local  Author- 
ity   

2 

51 

125 

12 

2 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (exclud- 
ing out-workers’  premises) 

3 

2 

9 

3 

Total  

53 

134 

12 

— 
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2. — -CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 

(If  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more  separate  occasions 
they  should  be  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more  “cases.”) 


M/c 

line 

No. 

(2) 

No.  of  c 

ases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
whic  h 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

(7) 

M/c 

line 

No. 

(8) 

Particulars 

(1) 

Found 

(3) 

Remedied 

(4) 

Refei 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

(5) 

■red 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

(6) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)  

4 

2 

2 



— 



4 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  

5 

1 

1 

— 

— - 

— 

5 

Unreasonable  temperature(S.3) 

6 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

6 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

7 

— 

— 

7 

(S.6)  

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) — 

8 

** — ' 

— 



— 

— 

8 

{a)  Insufficient 

9 

2 

r> 

— 

— 



9 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

10 

7 

7 

— 



— 

10 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  

Other  offences  against  the  Act 
(not  including  offences  relating 

11 

1 1 

to  Outwork)  

12 

— 

— 



* 

12 

Total 

60 

12 

12 

— - 

— 

60 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

It  is  most  probable  that  the  year  1953  will  witness  the  termin- 
ation of  much  of  the  rationing  and  food  control  and  it  is  again  a 
pleasure  to  record  recognition  to  the  slaughterhouse  managers  and 
the  staff  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  and  the 
Ministry  of  Food  for  their  co-operation  and  support  during  the  years 
of  exacting  and  difficult  effort  in  the  meat  and  animal  inspection. 
The  utmost  harmony  has  prevailed  and  on  no  occasion  has  the  team 
spirit  been  impaired  by  obstruction  or  exhibitions  of  feeling  when 
circumstances  were  difficult. 

Abundant  evidence  of  progress  is  to  be  seen  throughout  the 
Urban  area  and  such  advancement  takes  many  forms.  The 
contribution  made  by  your  Officer  is  recognised  chiefly  as  part  of 
the  design  and  policy  of  the  whole  Urban  area  and  has  involved 
many  forms  of  activity  but  no  special  merit  is  claimed  as  an  individual 
other  than  the  satisfaction  of  being  responsible  for  some  of  the 
outstanding  activities  involved  in  effective  administration.  To  the 
Council  and  my  colleagues  I would  again  extend  my  appreciation 
and  thanks  for  any  information  furnished  for  this  section  of  the 
Annual  Report. 
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